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    Join the Facebook Group 

   CANCER PET FORUM 

• Research shows that cancer is the most common  

cause of death in purebread dogs in UK.  

• Adult and juvenile pets may also be affected by cancer. 

• Certain breeds of dogs appear to be susceptible to  

specific tumours that pet owners need to be aware of. 

• When cancer is diagnosed at an early stage, therapy 

 is often simpler and chances of surviving greater for the pet.   

  

 

SHOULD YOU BE WORRIED? 

SPOTTING THE SIGNS OF CANCER IN YOUR PET 

  CANCER DIAGNOSIS & TREATMENT IN PETS 

Today pets can benefit from advanced, effective & well tolerated  

cancer treatments similar to human patients. 

Many pets are cured with surgery only, while more aggressive cancers 

require chemotherapy or radiotherapy soon after surgery. Even if all the 

tumour has apparently been removed,  surgery may leave behind cancer 

cells that allow the tumour to come back after few weeks to months and 

make your pet unwell & be life-threatening if left untreated.  

  

 

Only 5% of pets experience severe side effects from chemotherapy. Your 

pet can undergo big surgeries without pain thanks to administration of 

strong pain killers & the care of veterinary consultants.  Owners of pets 

receiving radiotherapy said that it was well tolerated by their pet.  

WHO CAN HELP YOU & YOUR PET? 

If you are worried, the best person to speak is your vet who will check 

your pet’s symptoms & may advice initial tests. Then your vet may 

advice referral or you can ask your vet to be referred to speak to a 

Veterinary Consultant in Oncology. 

  

A Veterinary Consultant in Oncology (Pet Cancer Specialist) can offer 

the most up to date information on current gold standard diagnosis and 

treatment of cancer in pets thanks to years of additional training & 

examinations to be qualified as experts in this field (European or RCVS 

Recognised Specialist in Oncology) beyond a standard veterinary 

qualification.   

You can find more information, see pictures and/or share your 

experience with other owners of pets with cancer by joining the 

FACEBOOK GROUP CANCER PET FORUM administered by Dr Chiara 

Penzo. Visit also her Facebook Page Chiara Penzo Vet Oncology. 

Written by her, it’s up to date and easy to understand.  

 

    

 CHAT TO SOMEONE WHO UNDERSTANDS YOU 

The clinical signs of cancer in pets are often vague and non-specific. It  

is often just a concern of the owner that their pet is just not doing well. 

There are many different types of cancer and they can cause many 

different symptoms. 

 

The most common signs of cancer in small animals include the following: 

- Abnormal swelling or lump that grows 

- Sores that do not heal 

- Loss of appetite 

- Offensive breath 

- Unexplained loss of weight 

- Difficulty eating or swallowing 

- Persistent lameness or stiffness 

- Difficulty breathing, urinating, or defecating 

- Breathlessness or loss of stamina 

- Bleeding or discharge 

 

Please remember that these symptoms don’t necessarily mean that your 

pet has cancer. But they could indicate that something else is wrong.  

 

My pet doesn’t seem ill so why does he need to see the vet? 

When cancer first develops your pet may not feel unwell, but before 

 you notice it weeks could have gone by. If you are ever in any doubt,  

all you have to do is to talk to your veterinary surgeon even if your 

pet looks well. The best time to treat is when your pet is feeling well. 

  

The vet has seen my pet already but his symptoms haven’t gone away. 

If your pet’s clinical signs haven’t gone away, have changed or got  

worse, it is important that you go back and see your vet again. 

 

Will cancer therapy make my pet suffer?  Cancer therapy is well tole- 

rated by pets & can prevent the deterioration in your pet’s quality of life 

due to the the cancer so that he can enjoy more happy times with you. 

COMMON CONCERNS 
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